
September 15, 1982 

M r .  Robert Benton 
Long Lane RD #2 
Doylestown, PA 18901 

Dear Bob : 

Y e s ,  I am a c o l l e c t o r  of v i n t a g e  drums. The drum i l l u s t r a t e d ,  is 
a s  you deduced . . .q u i t e  o ld ,  b u t  l a c k i n g  a d a t e  I cannot  b e  c e r t a i n  
of  i t s  age  o r  era. It c e r t a i n l y  was a marching drum, which would 
c l a s s i f y  i t  a s  a mi l i t a ry - type ,  and i t  ve ry  w e l l  may go back i n  age 
t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  

I know t h a t  Joseph Rogers, Jr. made a g r e a t  d e a l  of drum heads 
throughout a good p a r t  of t h e  twen t i e th  cen tu ry ,  and n i n e t e e n t h  
cen tu ry  as w e l l  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  and I do know t h a t  C i v i l  War books 
such a s  Conaught's "The Blue And The Grey" i n  two volumes mentions 
t l lat  t hese  w e r e  64,000 f i e l d  drums cons t ruc t ed  Eor t h e  Ullioil I o r c e s  
i n  t h e  C i v i l  War, b u t  they  w e r e  a l l  emblazoned w i t h  t h e  American 
Raglc h i g l ~ l i g h ~ e d  wi th  thc  sunhur s t  o r  v i c t o r y ,  and the  rcg imcnta l  
r ibbon f lowing through t h e  e a g l e ' s  beak. There were stars s p r i n k l e d  
throughout r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n ,  w i t h  the  number o E s t a r s  
matching the  number of s t a t e s  i n  t he  Union a t  t h a t  t ime, as p e r  t he  
enclosed i l l u s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  lower l e f t  of t h e  photo. The drum t o  t h e  
r i g h t  i s  a r e p l i c a  w i t h  miss ing  "ears" made by "Ludwig & Ludwig" i n  
1927, p a r t  of a dozen o r  s o  b u i l t  f o r  t h e  Cont inenta l  Bank F i f e  and 
Ilrum Corps, wl~icli w i ~ s  l a  t c r  c l i s l ~ a n d c t l  . 
'rhc drum I am holcling wi th  tlic c o l o r  guard l.cadcr O F  t h c  Phantom 
Regiment Ilrum and Bugle Corps i s  a 1Cevolutionary War drum made by 
P o r t e r  Blanchard of Concord, New Hampshire i n  1778. This  drum to-  
g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  Eagle  Drum are t r u l y  v i n t a g e  drum, and very  va luable .  
You w i l l  n o t e  I have k e p t  them i n  e x c e l l e n t  cond i t i on . . . i n  which I 
r e s t o r e d  them by  r e p l a c i n g  hemp cord,  heads,  and l e a t h e r  "ears". Th i s  
t akes  cons ide rab le  work, and a l s o ,  m a t e r i a l s  must b e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  
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One impor tan t  c l u e  apparent  t o  m e  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e s  is t h e  close-up 
of t h e  ma l l eab le  i r o n  hooks which were f i r s t  used on rope  t e n s i o n  
drums by J. W. Pepper Company of  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  1888, and la ter  
by Lyon & Healy i n  1892 a s  i n  t h e i r  Columbian Expos i t ion  models of 
t h a t  decade. As you can  see, t h e  Eagle dr-tun i n  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  
a long  w i t h  t h e  P o r t e r  Blanchard drum of 1778, and t h e  "Ludwig & Ludwig" 
r e p l i c a ,  a l l  p a s s  t h e  hemp rope  through h o l e s  i n  t h e  hoop ... s o  probably 
t h e  drum i n  your  possess ion  w a s  pos t -C iv i l  War e r a ,  b u t  pre-Pepper e r a  
of  1888. 

I a m  r e t u r n i n g  t h e  photographs you s e n t ,  and hope my answer h e l p s  you 
i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  per iod  i n  which t h i s  drum was cons t ruc t ed .  

S i n c e r e l y  yours ,  

Wil1.ias1 I?. Ludwig, J r. , 
P r e s i d e n t  


