THE FLAG IN 1814.

Had 15 Stars and 15 Stripes When
National Anthem Was Written.

. To the Editor of The New York Times:

| Referring to fhe article in last Sun-
day’s TIMES in regard to the centenaTly of
** The Star-Spangled Banner,” the writer
-of the article has made a slip of the pen
\in referring to * the original flag with
"its 18 stars.”” The picture which you
show displays 13 stars and 15 stripes,
which is the correct represenfation of
the official United States Flag at that
time, (1814.) ‘The stars are arranged in
five rows of three stars each so spaced
that the stars of one row are opposile
the spaces in the adjacent row. The
flag of 13 stars and stripes was estab-
lished by act of Congress approved by
President Washington Jan. 13, 1704.
That was the official flag until 1818,

On April 4, 1815, Congress enacted
that from and after July 4, 1818, the
flag should consist of thirteen’ stripes
and twenty stars and that a star should
be added for each new State. Tennes-
see, Ohlo, and LouilsTana were admitted
to the Union after the act of 179+ and
before the writing of * The Star-
Spangled Banner,” but while they were
entitled to stars in the flag Congress
made no change in the flag until 1818,
as above stated. and the flag on Fort
McHenry which was fired on, con-
tained 15 stars and 15 stripes. As,
prior to 1818, the United States Flag
contained the same number of stars as
it had stripes, there can be no mistake
about the number of stars in the flag
represented in the Sunday TIMES, which
containg 13 stripes. E. H. HALL,
Secretary The American Scenic and His-

toric Preservation Society.

New York, June 8, 1914,
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